
         MAKING A CLAIM 

I state a conclusion that I have 

come to and can support with 

evidence from the text after 

reading and thinking about it 

closely. 

My claim about the text: 

   CONNECTING  

   THE DETAILS  

What I think about detail 1: What I think about detail 2: 

I re-read and think about the 

details, and explain the 

connections I .nd among them. 

How I connect  

the details: 

What I think about detail 3: 

FINDING DETAILS 
Detail 1 (Ref.:    ) Detail 2 (Ref.:    ) 

I .nd interesting  details that 

are related and that stand out to 

me from reading the text 

closely.  

Detail 3 (Ref.:    ) 

Name  Text 

FORMING EVIDENCE-BASED CLAIMS DUCATION 
LL OD 


	Name: 
	Text: "Mother to Son" by Langston Hughes
	Ref 1: line 2
	FINDING: Detail 1: "Life for me ain't been no crystal stair"
	Ref 2: lines 3-6
	FINDING: Detail 2: "It's had tacks in it,/And splinters,/And boards torn up,/And places with no carpet on the floor"
	Ref 3: lines 18-19
	FINDING: Detail 3: "For I'se still goin', honey,/I'se still climbin'"
	CONNECTING: Detail 1: Hughes uses a metaphor to compare life to a staircase; in this case, life is not all shiny and beautiful like a crystal staircase.
	CONNECTING: Detail 2: The tacks, splinters, torn boards, and bare spots on the floor symbolize obstacles in life that must be overcome.
	CONNECTING: Detail 3: Hughes characterizes the Mother as a strong woman who refuses to give up in spite of the obstacles she has faced.  Her diction shows that she is not well educated and is most likely in poverty.  She has  probably struggled because of those factors. 
	How I connect the details: The use of metaphor, symbolism, and characterization all support the idea that life is not easy.
	My claim about the text: The free verse poem "Mother to Son" by Langston Hughes demonstrates the importance of never giving up in spite of life's challenges.


